SME-GFA: S0 they engaged five--- like eight pax at this pceint
kill six, two keep going and a couple more come out of the 280
series.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Well no there is not even a 280 series; we
just label these the 280.

NAVIGATOR- Yeca, the JITAC actually labeled them 280 just because
they were going northwest.

SME-GFA: Ok got it, so that’s a follow on label?

NAVIGATOR: Yes sir.

SME-GFA: Ok.

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: And there is the time line, they proceed
down this road-—-

NAVIGATOR actually they were moving tactically through the trees
here the whole time.

SME GFA: And the crowd continues to build as they go along?
AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: You’ve got it; here they pick up Lwo more,
they move to three, move to five and you can see the time stamps
on their route

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: [inaudible] [paper rattling]
compound they were waiting on the outside and people would come
out and meet up with them and run, and tactically move again and
they werec hiding under a bridge at one point and then more pax

met up with them , I think that were ----




SME-GFA: Did you guys see weapons, did you get PID on the
Weapons’?

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: No we didn’t see any PID weapons.
SME-GFA: 3So --somehow you find cut that the IRF is spinning up,
but you never knew what the actual mission of the IRE was?
AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: to interdict the sguirters is what we
assessed.

SME-GFA: So you got thal?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yes sir.

SME-JSOAC: But that was not given to you, you assessed that
through your internal cockplt comms.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: It was all moving in that direction because
the JTAC, [ wmeuee , when these guys were farther and farther
west into Lhe north, we say ‘ok, they’'re going to use these as a
follow on objective.’ So, that’s the only positive
communication and we knew, ‘ock they are going to launch and what
we have seen in the past they will launch someone else to go and
interdict these sguirters.’ I don’t know if it was "Okay
attention on the net, this QRF is launching Lo interdict these
sgquirters, here is the TOT --—-

SME-GFA: You say you don’t know that 7

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Thal was not broadcast but what was

broadcast over the net was that we are going to use this as a
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follow-on objective and then on helo COMMON We start picking up.

Ok, this is what's going on, T NE), (o)  traffic for the Team

(o) on that objective-—-

SME-GFA: | iis who?
}(wnmm;z
H i " F“"‘"“M g H
SME—~GFN1 LWWWE ia the (TE) { wpnsabilide | officer.

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: and that traffic was spinning up, sayindg

ok, these guys are going to this HLZ,’ but I think we’ve got
the MIRC logs.

10: At the time of the aircraft downing, you nad the pax count
at 8, is that right?

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: sir, yea there was 8 in the tree
line ,

NAVIGATOR: They stopped underneath; the terrain here is actually
pretty significant, propably about & 20ft drop off from the road
down to the tree line where they stopped. When we came back to
these guys, we initially passed them off to foioer, they

maintained eyes on in the area, we Ccame back this was after the

(131,40, B de | element moved to interdict the 1/A/1 and 1/B/2Z

squirters. Those werse rhe additiocnal sguirters thabt were in the

area, we basically swapped sensors with [oee. So, we went

looking for the 1/a/1 and 1/A/2 and Groeel had the 280 squirters.

After [ winsemies [ pushed through]

I0: Incidentally, e -

did they ever find and/or éngage Chem?

. s s R e e T e e i T
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TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: Negative, sir.

I0: DHNegative? I didn’t think so. 0Okay. So, {kauwws} at this
pecint now, 1s watching the esight MAMs [military age males] in
Lhe elbow of the road --

NAVIGATOR: Yes, sir.

I0: -- in the tree line.

NAVIGATOR: Yes, Siiy.

I0: OCkay.

NAVIGATOR: When wa brought our sensor back, IR got on the
position and we watched three of the 280 sguirters move off to
the west and then up to the north to this next compound; this
next little wvililage up there. That’s when we labeled them 280B,
50 the 280A was stiil a group of five =--

I0: --five?

NAVIGATOR: Right; and then the 2808 went up Lo these buildings;
this big one right here and then there was ancther small
building off to the west.

I0: Okay, and where was this pole like object that was
referencaed.?

NAVIGATOR: |[Looking through documents.] The 280B squirters

were down herce about 500 meters to the southeast of AL 2yt aa. sy s

and the turret that we saw —--

I0: I'm with you —-OK, I understand




NAVIGATOR: -- where the people were was much closer to where

the crash site was ——

I6: I'm absolutely clear.
SME-GFA: i(3), (28] P was iookinq at something in the wood
line. Do you guys have any idea what they were locking at?

SME-GEN1: He said there looked like tﬁere was something --
SME GFA: There’s a towsr. Jt's Sitti%g in the middle of the
Lrees.

SME-GFN1: -- like a tower in the wood line.

NAVIGATOR: Which line were vou looking at?

SME-GFA: I don’t know. You look at the feed, it was 211 in

lat/long. But, it looked like a group of trees with a tower and

NAVIGATOR: We never saw that.

SME-GFA: 1t loocked like a big tcurret kind of tower. S0, did

somebody tell you to go leok at HLZwnseonnd I think you said

they did; right?

ATIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Well, no. Not specifically.

IO0: Did you take 1t as an implied task tc be prepared to burn

HL Zhor

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: That’'s normally what we do, and that’s why
we establish COMs with the helos prior to their infil, when we

hear they ars spinning-up and we asked them, “would you like us

~SEGRET-
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to put the burn down,” and they said “affirmative, one minute

> "

out,” we sald “we got 1it.
SME-GFA: Did you guys get a launch time, a TOT (time on target)
Time?

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: We got a TOT, and the original TCT -

NAVIGCATOR-in fthe initial traffic we were passed the grid for HLEZ

oaLmen 85 1t’s depicted on the product, sir: VC8067064160. We
were passed: “There’s 30 PAX. 280 land heading on HLZ [mg.meld,
GU2 is going to be the primary JTAC on that bkird.” The initial
infil time we were passed was 215072 and they were going to be
operaLing on FD3. So, like we talked aboul, there were
significant delays getting Extortion intco the HLZ. I talked

withfo eabout the issuc withdéwmed We pushed everybody to sl on

so that was no longer an issue.

SME-GFA: You talked toas wswhen?

ICG: I'm sorry, say -—-

NAVIGATOR: That was while they were in bound.

SME-GFA: In bound?

I0: Say the c¢riginal TOT again.

NAVIGATOR: The original TOT that we were passed was 2150.
I0: Okay and 2209 --

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: This 1s an important fact too, in my mind,

was the initial run-in - l2t’'s see




I0: —- Right, 1it’s about a 120, but you said he was geing to
land 2807

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: Right, they were criginally goling to come
in something like this and it ended up -- We saw theilr feed,
their BFT tracker and they’re initially coming here, and then
thev're like, “well, I don’t know what’s golng through,” vou
know their comms but they end up coming through and switching
it.

I0: Did you know that? Or, did yvou assume that based on a land

heading of 280 because the route did take them out to northwest,

and Chalk 2, I edneeanee ) did fall off at the six-minute point,

approximately, entered left hand holding oriented toward that
objective, but lead continued around with the intent teo land
2307 My understanding was that he was going to approach from
the northwest, make a pedal turn and --

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: We did not get that from the flight. We
assumed with their landing heading that they would be coming in
from that direction, so —-

SME-JSOAC: But you were btracking their BFTs as they [inaudible]

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: No, we weren”t.

SME—-JSOAC: You were not?
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ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: This is after the fact, becausc we were

’

like, “Why was there that large delay,” because we heard them
call 3 minutes out, and then we’re like, okay, we’'ve got like 2
minutes before the call for the burn and there was a significant
amount of time. Several minutes had passed from when we
anticipated hearing that ‘one minute out’ call. We had a
discussion whether or not to call the helos and see what the
delay was. We’re like, “Well, they could be in a critical phase
of flight here. We don’t want to bug them. We’ 1l sec what
boils down. We’ll give them a little more time.” Then, we
heard the ‘cne minute out’ call and then we but the burn down
[inaudible] .

SME-GFN1l: DNcw, the?e was some discussion -- people guestioning,
whether there @é; a request for a burn or a sparkle much earlier
than one minute out. Do you guys -- can you guys speak about
that?

I0: I think the request for sparkie was actually the [ooms]

aﬁﬁﬁelements that where zsking to sparkle it and thal was so
they could slew thelr TADs --

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: +to the 280 Bravos. Yes, sir.

SME-GFN1: Okay.

I0: Actually, it was to slew their TADs toehiae ek As they

came back cut they asked for sparkle and you can see it in their

L=
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TADs they're searching for it. They asked to sparkle and he

locks up on what I presume to be your —--

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: -

our laser.
SME-GFA: Anv COMs traffic with GU27? Any taskers in there or is
it just COMs check type stufi —-

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: This is a COM check -- he was having

difficulty talking to h3). (e l Just in general and T think

that was probkably due to terraln and —-- at the altitude we were

at we had good COMs (communication) with him. The only thing

that he had asked us to do was to make sure that | ()3, (2} |

knew that we were going to be operating on FD2. So both JTACs
were on the same freg when they got on the ground.
SME-GFA: DBut ycur understanding was you’re getting tasked from

GU2 once 1t hit the ground?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We’ve —— Yeazh -- T don’t remember exactly
who was going to be tasked to which JTAC. I know the discussion
was had, but I can’t remember exactly who | (0, (2)(5) | B

how they had worked out the allcocation of assets.

SME-GFA: I guess going back to the post-RPG launch. Did you
guys put out a net call, “Hey P00, did you slew a sparkle to
that area?”

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: [inaudible] -- we told them. Yes, sir --

that there was —— we had RPGs.




NAVIGATOR: Yeah, AWT immediately called it on the helo common

and then we got our sensors in the area. And initially, when the

IR moved to the location of the c¢rash, personally it was —-— the
strength of an idea. T didn’t believe that was a helicopter
because there was nothing. It was just a fire ball. So, ws

kept searching in the area, and then finally went back to it,
and realized that yes, Lhat was actually the helicopter and then

on the AWT tape you can hear about 20 seconds after the helo

actually went down is when T told ... that Extortion had
been hit by an RPG.

SME-GFA: Yeah, T guess the reascon I'm asking 1s because AH's
{attack helicopter) 1s saying POJ in this area up here. You
guys are saying down here --—

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: We saw them engage right away.

SME -GFA : Yeah, I mean, he shot his gun [inaudible] up here
pretty quickly, but I think thev were tracking all along for
both the POC from this area right here and I'm Just --

I0: You're absolutely right. That’s what he kept articulating
vesterday. You guys were clear on the tape, it was on a turret
type building, and as a matter of fact, after he had made his

shots and he continues Lo work the area, you can see him begin

to pick up on that and he starts looking at the turret area very

specifically.
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SME-GFA: I think someone came on and clarified that i1t was

actually south of the crash site.

(D13], (2)iG)

NAVIGATOR: Right; and 1 believe that

{ref. A-10

Thunderbolt Aircraft ~—-nicknane was the one that

actually clarified. We werse Ltracking the crash site. We were
tracking the POO and with everything that was going on. All the
activity that we were watching on the ground with the folks,
that was a misspeak on my part, but we were definitely in
contact with both-- the supposed POO-site and the crash site.

MSE-GFA: When did &) oe

¢ CoOme an station?
NAVIGATOR: 45 minutes to an hour after the helo went down.

IO0: And who is that?

IE: [several speakers]. [[agiew i, (A-10 aircraft)

SME-GFN2Z- Did you ask them Lo come over?

NAVIAGTOR: I belisve that was all worked through G387 and
through the Task Force. To get assets on-station. Basically,
we didn’t request anybody. We were passing all the information
that we were seeing and then the C2 elements were working on
getting more folks

SME-GFA: Okay, so from your guys’ crew who all saw the three
RPGs?

TELEVISTON SENSOR OPERATOR: I saw one of them, sir.

IG: I'm sorry?
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SME-INTEL: I don’'t know who picked it up specifically, but it’s
from thé message traffic from the MIRC [inaudibkle].

IO0: You got it documented?

SME-INTEL: Yes, sir. It is. I have it.

I0: Can veou guys talk us through a little bit of the confusion
here then for the launch of the Pathfinder element?

NAVIGATOR: We had heard on, I believe it was SAT, that the

Pathfinder element was ready toe infil on [ m@e@ $, but were being

held. I don’t believe we actually ever got a launch call,

however, we did see the IR strobe of the [_agwpwe | flight coming
up from the scutheast towards HLZedizstii.. This was already after
the --

10: -4eufelement. Right. The 1B.

NAVIGATOR: Yeah, thoe Rangers moved up. They basically came up
here almost duse east of the crash site and then cut across this

field. They were already -- The majority of the Rangers on the

ground were in the vicinity of the crash site by the time

e came into the area. Basically, we watched [ _wmpe ! come
in and land.

T0: and you think he landed where?

NAVIGATOR: I believe 1t was iIn this general area of HLZwdies gnise
but even after we watched the Pathfinder get ocut of the

helicopter and we could see Lhem, but we had absoclutely no

~SEGRET-
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contact with them and were unsure 1f the assault [force on the
ground actually had contact with the Pathfinders sither.

I0: Did you quickly understand though that they were relaying
through the AWT? They had commo with them.

NAVIGATOR: No. DNo, sir. I aid not.

I0: TIn fact, they would have been talking Lo them on ELESE .,
NAVIGATOR: We never heard [ m@me | or the Pathfinders on Fires,
sir, on FDZ

I0: Okay.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: We had CSAR-A (combalt search and rescue-

S e

afghanistan) up as well. I heard et Hing —= moe vraffic on that.

We were trying to pull up any freqguency that we think they might
have been on and we didn’t have any joy

SME-GFA: As the on-scene commander, they are required to check
in with you guys; check-in and check-out; right?

I0: 1 don’t think they could have known that vet.

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: Yeah, they probably didn’t know that we had
established that, but I don’t know [inaudible] --

SME-GFN1: ©Only the people that were COMs with you at the tLime
would have known that unless it got passed positively --
[inaudiblel [several people talking]

SME-GFA: But this 1s —

SME~JSOAC: Was there a RQ7 established at this point?




that and talk abkout what you saw, what your geometry was on the
target, where you were sittincg in the aircraft.
ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: (I was) the aircraft commander on | oo
B dethat night. We were on (the) southern part of the orbit, and
we were essentially [performing ajl 1.5 nautical mile radius
wheel, counter clock wise arcund the helicopter landing zone
(HLZ}) at the point when 1 saw the rocket propelled grcnade
(RPGO. Now the helo was calling one minute out and we set up a
contract to put down our burn, which is actually just a football
(field) size flash light,infrared flashlight that you can sce
on NVGs. We put that out and then approximately a few seconds
had passed when we put that down [(cur burn), which was roughly
here [pointing at map]. The helos were coming from the
northwest, so it was guite a ways away, the distance was over a
click [1EKM}. I say we were about right there) [polnting at map},
{in} the portion cver the southwest to the south, when I saw
Three fairly rapid succession RPG shots, they went south to
north from what I saw. What we talked about yesterday, I didn’t
sce any obstruction in the line of the flight path of that RPG.
It was very readily identifiable to me as a RPG shot: I saw a
bright flash, followed by a comel like stream of sparks leaving

the RPG shot. Tt was one, two, and then a slighl pause, and then

a Lhird shot; and from my perspective, I could definitely tell




TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: At one point, too, we also tried to

get i {B)(7, (L)1) | eyes back on them to re-PID Chem and [ mi o )

Wik didn’ t want to do that because he didn’t want to burn those
individuals because he knew he was going to bring the ORF to

engage those individuals.

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: | it 4a, bA1I 40, (bX3), (LB

{bi(ir 4 {bXit 4c

SME-JSOAC: They are linguists that fly on just to listen in.
ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: And that was one thing that may have
facilitated figuring out all the activity that was in the area,

because these guys had moved cff target quite a ways --

IO: But 2.0 1 was on the target. Is there a different asset
that you have that allows him to do that?

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER: Well, let’s sec. We've got [ we

that’s up there that can monitor that stuff and I don’t know
what traffic they were pushing.

SME-INTEL: Sir, the issue would be is the | wewe | allows them
real-time intel versus having to process 1t back [in Lhe rear].

I0: Okay, my bkad.
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TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: Ckay, most of the time, too, (o3, 6]
). oy} what they’ re usually tasked to do is just to put buzzer on
50 individuals can’t do push-to-talk or GSM or anything like
that .

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: But it seemns like there’s a lot of
coordination gelng on in the area. So, with these individuals
whe were moniteoring and then another group that —-

I0: What was the LIMFAC on you guys having that guy up with you
that night?

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: Jusf availabllity and then resource
allocaticn. A lot ¢f them are going te just -- assets for re-
supply missions on our M28s that are golng into different areas
and that’s cne of the primary defenses [inaudible} --

TELEVISION SENSOR OPERATOR: BRBecause right now we’re sharing two
D50Os for cur asset, the Talons, and then the Whiskeys down in
Kandahar.

SME-JS0AC: The MZ8s are a new small air 1lift platform, unarmed,
that goes around and resupplies the VSO sites. So having the
L50s on board there is reaily about Aircraft Survivability
Equipment listening in sc¢ that’s why they probably allocated it

on the MZE.

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: That would be a nice asset to have onboard.
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IE: -— [inaudible] s0, 1t couldn’t have got on the air cratt
anyway. There’s only three D30s here.

SME-MH47: The TOT vou had was 2150 initially? Was that ever
updated or did it just go event-driven?

ATRCRAFT COMMANDER: It was updated. They actually passed —— 1
think it ended up being 2210.

I0: Okay, 1t's going to be pretty close Lo 2210.

NAVIGATOR: Yes, sir.

SME-INTEL: When you said three D50s available, 1is that for all
Afghanistan®

IE: No, three DS0Os available to CJSQAC (Combined Joint Special
Operations Aviation Command)} here, and there are about three or
four down at Kandahar and then you have your TSO and possible
some manual capability on the U-28s but I'm not sure about that.

[The interview was concluded]




