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***** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ***** 

28 December 2014 

WORCESTER, Mass. – The Indian Lake Watershed Association (ILWA) announces it will immediately begin fundraising for 

a sediment analysis of Indian Lake. 

Indian Lake, like many urban waterways, has suffered from the effects of development over the years such as excessive 

nutrient filled sediment entering the lake and runoff from phosphorus filled fertilizers. The ILWA have sought and 

received grants over the years that have helped to reduce the flow of these things that negatively impact the lake and 

lobbied city officials to repair sewer lines, pave streets that repeatedly washed into the lake, make repairs to the dam 

that leads to the Blackstone Canal and improve storm water management practices.  

This year Indian Lake was closed nearly all summer after the discovery of blue-green algae (cyanobacteria). While algae 

are not uncommon in lakes, blue-green algae can release toxins that can be harmful to humans and animals. The closure 

not only impacted lake residents, it was devastating to numerous camp programs run at the lake and the City of 

Worcester’s Wheels to Water program, which brings inner city children to enjoy the beach. 

“As discussions continue regarding the short and long term plans for Indian Lake, it is imperative that we look to larger 

projects that are key to improving the lake's overall health,” according to Beth Proko, Vice President of the ILWA. “One 

of those projects is dredging nutrient-filled sediment that has built up in Indian Lake since its creation.” 

 Sediment characterization is the term used to identify how much sediment is in a body of water and what is in that 

sediment. It is crucial to the discussion of sediment removal, also known as dredging. 

 “We have received a proposal from an environmental engineering firm we have worked with in the past to characterize 

all the sediment in both Indian Lake and Little Indian Lake and identify phosphorus 'hot spots'. We know we will not be 

able to remove all the sediment that has built up in the lake over the years, so identifying key areas that are most 

problematic to the conditions that caused last summer's closure will help us focus on those areas, whether for removal 

long term or sealants, if possible, in the short term, to reduce the nutrients being released” adds Proko. 

 The ILWA has voted to move forward with raising $18,000 to fund this important next step towards dredging. These 

funds must be put in place by the end of January 2015 in order for the work to be done this winter, which is imperative 

to future planning.  

Tax deductible donations may be made to the ILWA, 2 Holden Street, Worcester, MA 01605. More information can be 

found at www.ilwa.org. Regular lake updates can be found at Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/IndianLakeWorcester . 
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